
First and Last Time a MSA-34 
Trailer

Was loaded on a C-141
By Glen Hall

Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas, home to the 1st  Avn Ew Co, 
better known as Cefirm Leader.
As usual it is a warm and sunny day in October. Out on 
the South apron of the El Paso International Airport sits 
two USAF C-141’s, waiting to be loaded, then off to 
Germany. They will deliver equipment and personnel that 
will participate in Reforger 74’.

It has been decided to send one of the MSA-34 trailers to 
support operational and electronic maintenance 
requirements. The Air Force loadmasters are standing by 
with three 2-1/2 ton trucks loaded down with 2x8’s and 
2x10’s, 8 to 10 feet in length. These will be used to build 
up and extend the loading ramp. Also standing by is a 
“yard hustler” which is a truck with a vertical lift hydraulic 
fifth wheel.  1To refresh your memory, these trailers are a 
super low-boy with three deuce and a half sized shelters, 
therefore it is 40 some feet long, ergo the extended ramp. 

The wooden ramp was built so the C-141 ramp sat on it 
which was about 3 feet high and 30 feet long. First on was 
the palletized mission equipment and racks. Now it was 
time for the trailer. The C-141 winch was hooked up as a 
safety precaution, then the yard hustler began backing up 
and in. All stop! At the apex, with the hustler fifth wheel 
fully extended the top edge of the first shelter caught on 
the life raft stowed up in the tail. The raft was removed 
and rearward movement began again, only to be stopped 
after only a couple of feet as the angle was still too steep. 
So, the trailer was removed and off the AF went for more 
lumber. 



Rebuilding of the ramp began anew with a height of 5 feet 
and a length of approximately 50 feet. This time the trailer 
slipped easily in, but just barely clearing overhead wiring. 
Next the APU was slid in under the fifth wheel followed by 
some tool boxes. Lastly two jeeps were parked side by side 
on the ramp. We were finally loaded and about two hours 
behind schedule. The other C-141 carries personnel, 
baggage and the radio teletype communications van. We 
finally lift off at sunset headed for McGuire AFB for fuel and 
a crew change before heading to Germany.

The four of us along for the ride ate our box lunch, fold 
down some seats, unroll our sleeping bags and caught 
some zee’s. 

1The AN/MSA-34 complex is comprised of 7 trailers holding 21 interconnected shelters. 
Shelters are AN/USM-378, 379 and 380’s configured for analysis, planning, electronic 
maintenance, supply and a communications center. Each has its own generator mounted 

above the fifth wheel. 

We arrive at Stuttgart Air Base, Germany at sunrise. The Air 
Force ground crew is set to get us unloaded. I mention that 
they do not have near enough lumber to build the required 
ramp. We are told to get out of their plane and let them do 
their job. (remember the original loadmaster got off at 
McGuire) They build their ramp and decide it needs to be 
higher and longer. More lumber is brought and it is rebuilt, 
although still not what was built in El Paso. The two jeeps 
and the APU are off loaded and the yard hustler hooks up 
to the low boy. The aircraft winch is again used as a safety 
aid. The yard hustler  moved down the ramp while raising 
his fifth wheel. He is signaled that he is clear of the 
fuselage. Instead of moving on down the ramp while 
gradually lowering the front of the trailer, he speeds up like 
he is in a drag race. 



Everyone is yelling for him to stop as the rear bumper of 
the trailer comes in contact with the aircraft ramp, because 
he has not lowered the front. Aluminum is ripping and 
shredding as he tears up about four feet of ramp before he 
stops. Remember the aircraft winch? The operator could 
not get it out of gear fast enough and it was almost ripped 
from its mount. The last to be unloaded was the pallets 
holding the mission equipment and racks. The pallets could 
no longer be moved to the end of the aircraft ramp so they 
could be fork lifted off. They were moved as far aft as 
possible then the equipment was off loaded, hand carried 
to another pallet,  stowed and moved to the hanger.

The week was spent drinking German Bier, flying missions 
and drinking more bier. 

Time to load up and head home to El Paso. Custom 
inspections completed, loading starts. This time an 
adequate ramp is built under the watchful eyes of at least 
six Air Force brass, headed by a full bull. Everything goes 
smoothly under their watchful eyes. We arrive home in the 
afternoon to be met by family and friends.




